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Why Ihidesque Shows?
QUITE ni>;ii"t from t!io question of morals.

if. indeed. any is involved- -it is to tie
hoped that tin men who control the theater
in Richmond for which burlesque has been
suggested tor next season will lind some other
use to which the house may be put. Leaving
aside the fact that burlesque performances
compel constant police supervision, they
offer only the crudest form of entertainment,
the most ehincntal -pedes of amusement.

AVhile both the static and the screen con¬

tain almost houudh r .importunities for the
exploitation of 1 auty a:, i art. a' burlesque
show rarely display either talent or mere
cleverness, hut depends fur its effectiveness
and men- y-makinj: capacity upon slap-stick
comedy or sheer vulgarity. \nd neither of
these tend : increase even the material wel¬
fare of a community.

.1 ii -1 iee K\ fn in IS lien a

AMERICAN citizens who have a proper re¬

gard and resp< -t for the good faith of
judicial process* w ,1 hope there is no truth
in the report ti: it t!¦ charges against Yic-
toriar.o Hii' ria : !-< in he dropped, on condi¬
tion tint' :hat elderly trouble-maker remove
him. i. t." .::: lite Mexican border and take
up his mm ie ia sum* more distant quarter
of t;.<- : 1 St or in foreign lands.

If the government has evidence to support
t: ' chitii.- :n. wi.. iluerta was arrested,
"!;. ch;irg.-s - pressed. If tlure was.

iaot. ' . i::s arrc.-t was a blunder,
2 *r wli :y <hould su::Vr.

This is i >t Sp: hi khd the fifteenth century,
>i' t: < .- of Vinerica and the

tw e: ' .!... iia-rta ouuht not to he
as: : t i on the unverified sus-

pi< "f -on I'Vi r/.ealous functionary.
Watching is :.<'t only wise but necessary, un¬
der the circumstances hut actual imprison¬
ment is ut e a I. .'lie.- matter

1 «.! Smaller I'olice Board (

J 11 ATI: v Kk 1"*gre» of blann the Council
W committee investigating the Police Do-
part men i;a.- atta> to individual members
of the i i< !'. .ml there n s to be gen¬
eral beli' >i:»t the committ-i lias made ex¬
tended r»''iniiiifiulati' i.:- looking to larger
efllciency in j^o-lice administration. That
jiart of tlo vpun-is' iuit. certain to bo well
received. .

A nine man Polite Hoard, however const i-
tttted, is unlikely to i>> satisfactory. The
tact that it- number.- ate selected to ropre
sent the several city wards does not conduce
to cood pol ice work because the representa-
tive of ". h war'i : tnrally exptcts to ho con
suited about tin manner in which his section
is polio*': ,\i :. i ninist rat ive attitude that
regards the i ity a ;. whole is more promising
of desirable result It is true that by the ex«-
piration t the term- ot commissioners repre-
senting abolished wards tin hoard will be re-
duced from nine members to live, but even
that number a too larg'
A l'olice r 'at 1 ot ihrtc members, selected

from th< ».*:i> ;it large and for their special
fitness, or a ingle commission* r. would be
far more rablt

FIX A! u r render of the Gorman forces in
CCTinat. Soul: w. .. i Africa to the armies

comma I ie : by ^ u Botha, the tenner
Boer el;.-", i. ar.d pv n' Premier of the
Union o: "tith Ai"rt. - more than one
signihe-M.' The gre.»t lt-tmnling fact is.
howevei n »«.:. >. n-s the light.-d
colonial ' .;! i. ha converted
Boer 1< . rs I .* a Poer popu'a-
tions .! ' T... . !' S'ate and t he
Transvaa i'. i < into loyaI
subjects

I f t hat \i: "V< t. \ I- :' that t '. e
Brit.if=h 1 i' V !!;. it ' I He III . is
Of liberty i \ . -> ri .OIJ
in it sell !< < vp y 11'' t'e
world over I ill his
great con'.; i t-> 1- ... .. i'l i.< rather
than to (. rmai y a: \ *

That sympathy b. n tm«-ti\« It,
has con<]u< !. I :. r.ibb-
latent hostility .¦.!<.. i
nourtf-h 'i. -;c: j .!.. \.

^ by the ou»pou» it.t <t !;¦ .. .;.i

*-«i^wspaper: It i c.ui v in j, 11 i com¬
passion for : ¦ .;
grievous w r<>rifs 5'. iui, i ;i:er> it
has had i'.~ origin in -li< ;.i ej,i
tha> tlifi war Wli.rli ;,ak« p a duel,
after all bet w« t'he: u.'!
the for<' of autocracy
The Boer.-- felt Uii- with re. i ..j

That i:i why tl <. attempts at c volution gen¬
erally suppose'! to have Ixcn .iistigatid bv
German agitator., with the aid of Cirinnn
,pold, prov< 1 ahortivi and were hi< soon sup-
presEed

Genua!. Southwt Africa i;. half a^ani a
JUtrgo as the Oermai» empire ltbcil'. It idjares

Britain in Africa

now the fate of the other German colonies,
which one by one have fallen before allied
arms. Only in East Africa is the struggle
continued, and there it dies out rapidly,
llritish sea [wwer has proved its supremacy.
Germany's whole colonial empire haB gone
into lie melting pot.

The rnrtiiiK of the "Ways

IN the note addressed by this government
to the government of Germauy on May

13. President Wilson, after asserting the
rights of American citizens on the high seas,
reiterating former refusals to accede to limi¬
tations of (hose rights, and describing the in¬
cidents. culminating in the destruction of the
Lusitania, wherein neutral prerogatives had
been lawlessly assailed and neutral lives
murderously taken, said: ,

It (the t'liitcil^StittesJ confidently cx-
poets, .therefore, that the imperial Ger¬
man government will disavow the acts
of which the uoVcrhmcnt of the United
State* complains; that they will make
re pa rat Lot), so far as reparation is possi¬
ble, for injuries which aie without meas¬
ure, and that they will take immedi¬
ate steps to prevent the recurrence of
anything so obviously subversive of the
principles of warfare for which the im¬
perial ("iVrtnisii government have in the
past so wisely and so lirmly contended.
The imperfai. German government will

not expect the government of the United
States to omit any "word or any act neces¬
sary to the performance of its sacred
duty of maintaining Use rights of the
United States arid its citizens, and of
safeguarding' their free exercise and
enjoyment.

In the note of June 9. the President de¬
scribed the crime of the Lusitania and the
obligations the slaughter of its citizens im¬
posed on the United States in these words of
stately dignity and measured truth:

Whatever be the other facts regarding?tin- 1 .usitania, .the principal fact is that
a great steamer, primarily and chiefly a
conveyance for passengers, and carrying:
more than 1,000 souls, who had no
part or. lot .in the .conduct of the War,
was torpedoed .and sunk without so much
as a challenge or-a warning, and that
in- ii. women and children were sent totheir, death in circumstances unparalleledin modern war faro. The fact that more
tnaji l^o American citizens were amongthose who perished, made it the duty ofthe government of the United States to..'.peak of'these things, and once more,with solemn emphasis, to* call the atten¬
tion of the .imperial German govern¬
ment to the grave responsibility whichthr government of the United States
conceives that it has incurred in thistragic occurrence, and to the indisputa¬ble principle upon which that responsi¬bility rest s.

What says Germany to these warnings,given and repeated with "solemn emphasis"?Why, this:
If the commander of the r.erman suh-m.-irine which destroyed the Lusita niahaii caused the crew and passengers totake to the boats before tiring a torpedo,this would have meant the sure destruc-ti o!" his own vessel. After the expe¬riences in sinking much smaller and less

s-a worthy vessels, it was to he expectedi." a mighty ship like the Lusitania'"v "bl remain above water long enough,even after the torpedoing, to permitpassengers to enter the ship's boats.
This is to trifle with the American people,as well as with the facts. Here is no "dis¬avowal of the acts of which the government

oi tho United States complains," but rather
a smug satisfaction; here is no offer of"reparation, so far as reparation is possible,for injuries without measure."

\ iowed in connection with the stand takenby the Merlin Foreign Office as to the Lusi¬tania. the suggestions looking to the futuresafety of American lives become meaningless.I hey are based on the calm assumption thatmurder, in cases of necessity, is a German
prerogative. Out of Germany's great mercyand loving kindness, however, that preroga¬tive will not be exercised, if the United Stateswill consent to act exactly as the Kaiserdirects.

The crime of the Lusitania, let it be re¬membered. was neither increased nor dimin¬ished in enormity by the fact that, it counted
over 1«i0 American victims. Its criminalitywas in its ruthless and causeless slaughterot noneomhatanfincluding women and littlechildren, without word of warning or oppor¬tunity to escape. That American lives weresacrificed, as the President says, "made it theduly of the l piled States to spoak of thesething," but laid no additional guilt on thesoul of the ti onster who directed the firingof tlie fata! shot.

With Germany taking the view she does'<>f that atrocity justifying rather than ex¬cusing or palliating it.we fail to see eitherthe wisdom or the utility of prolonging nego¬tiations. Under these circumstances, there
can be no meeting of minds.for which fact,also under the circumstances, this peopleshould devoutly (hank God.

Germany and the United States have come
to the parting of the ways.

Taxation of Church Property
AN amendment making the property of

churches, charitable organizations, fra¬
ternal orders and cemeteries taxable was de¬
feated in the taxation committee of the New
York Constitutional Convention, in session
at Albany *

The amendment was presented by James
I. Nixon, <>! Buffalo, who wished to eliminate
tax exemptions except in the case of govern-
meat property, i I is measure was regarded
as ultra-radical, and was. therefore, voteddown, but it is not unlikely that the presentwide power of tax exemption enjoyed by the
I.-rislature will be limited.

I'ndouhtedly, the Nixon amendment went
much too far. Church buildings and certain
kinds of charitable property should not be
burdened with taxes. At the same time, ex-
exemption from taxation has been carried to
great lengths in New York. Millions of
dollars' worth of church and charitable
property should not go untaxed, while lay
property is burdened to the limit. When
he church is a rich landlord, enjoying high
rents and large bequests, there seems no rea¬
son why it should not pay its share towards
the expenses of the State.

Koumania and Bulgaria, apparently, find it
much more comfortable on the fence than the
.ilii'-s thought .possible. They show no pres-
t nt disposition to add to their troubles.

The Standard Oil Company appears to
have overlooked a bet. So far as is known
hereabouts, it did not raise the price of oil
in celebration of John D. Rockefeller's
..-..venty-sixth birthday.

The government must have concluded that
the Sayvllle wireless station was not as strong
a friend of neutrality as the pro-German

, propagandist^ co/Uc-a<ied it was.

SONGS AND SAWS
Truth* of History.\o. 1*.

When Bonaparte at Waterloo'
Perceived the setting of his sun,His grief wag not. us folks think true,That lie hud lost the world he'd won.

That yarn the solemn Jiisfries tell
In sober fact Is just a sell.

No, Boney mourned that fateful dayThat moving pictures were not born;
He knew he could have made them pay.And laughed another world to scorn.

Just think how folks would flock to view
A film that pictured Waterloo!

The Pessimist Saysi
When you scratch the skin of the peace-at-any-price advocates you And usually they are

not very different from some more martial
spirits. What they really mean by their slogan1b peace at any price they will not have to paythemselves.and the jingoes are for war oil
exactly the same terms.

Diplomacy.
"Johnny," said the indig¬

nant parent, "why didn't you
come home when I called
you?" .

"1 didn't hear you." replied
Truthful John.
"Then why did you run

away?"
"Because 1 was afraid that

1 might hear >ou.,f

A Mere Experiment.
Cirubbs.How do you suppose this mental

healer acquires the nerve to promise to cure any
Illness?
Stubbs.Oh, that's a mere trick of the trade.

You see. he heals by faith, and the offers lie
holds out are tests of his patients' credulity.

^ Mentions.
"Pinks seems to he strongly attached to his

bottle."
"He is.but not permanently. Every now and

then he tears himself loose and takes a short
trip on the sprinkler."

I.Ike It. Anj-nay.
The Teacher.What is the Great American

Desert?
The Prize Pupil (whose father has just re¬

turned from his travels).West Virginia.

Paradox.
The bathing suits the lassies wear
Sometimes are rather hard to* find,

Yet they disprove the ancient saw:
That "out of sight is out of mind."

THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
"All exchange has discovered," says the West

Point News, "that a poor girl has to be awfully
good-looking to be pretty, and a rich girl has
to be awfully homely to be ugly. It might
have added that a poor man has to be awfully
smart to be intelligent, and a rich man almost
a blockhead to be ignorant." Agrarian Sophis¬
try would be a good enough headline for the
above.

The Tidewater News, the oracle for the good
town of Franklin, has this to say: "That pas-
seugers from Richmond for Franklin or points
on the Seaboard may soon disembark at I\or
and lake a cross-country jitney bus for Frank-
lin is a probability that may become a speedy
reality if the plans of certain local enthusiasts
materialize, and, in connection with the same
proposition, any lady living in the country be-
tween these towns may go to Ivor, Courtland
or Franklin to shop without waiting until it is i

convenient for her husband to spare his team
to go to town w ith her. The 'jitney' idea is
a great one and is revolutionizing tralllc ideas,
particularly in these sections of the country I
lying between parallel railway lines with no
means of communication except by round-
about and expensive railroad journeys with
tiresome waits at junction points." -i

According to the News of that town, Buch-
anan has waked up. Hear the News man:
"The new ijmcadam street work on the noith-
side from the bridge to eastern corporation
line is one of the most marked improvements
the town has had. This will attract more at-
teniion and favorable comment by the travel-
ing rublic for the reason that the condition of
this street was undeniably had. Now since the
Town Council has macadamized this street the
first time in the history of the town, would it
not he the propet thing for some of our 'doubt¬
ing Thomases,' who wagered the News all kinds
of unpaid bets, that this street work would nev¬
er be done, to at least speak a word of praise
for the much-abused Councilmen, in view of
the good work done'.'"

Radford has pulled off a most successful
summer normal, and here is the way the edi¬
tor of the News looks at it: "There is just one
trouble nbout the summer normal.it doesn't
last all summer. And Radford likes it so much,
it would he pleased if it could last all winter.
Then we'd tempt winter to linger in the lap of
spring."

Current Editorial Comment
There are no reasons leading

the farmers of the United States
to believe they may have to sell
what they produce on their farms
;<t lower prices. There is no
prospect of peace in Europe, and

while the war lusts there will he a demand for
every bushel and every pound of commodities
wlich entei into the composition of human food.
To supply this demand the eyes of the world
will be turned to the harvest-fields and granaries
.w,d to the ranches and preen pastures of the
American farmers. if the farmer has a surplus
of grain. tie will be sure to find a market for
it. ami u<-t a good price for it. The speculator
may tell him that prices are liable to no down,
but lie knows better. If the farmer lias hogs
ni cattle, he need have no fear of having to sell
them at a price which leaves him no profit, and
lie will serve himself by producing everything
possible 011 the farm with which to fatten his
meat-producing animals. The demand for farm
products will be large while the war noes on,
.nd will continue afterwards, for our own popu¬
lation lias been increasing the demand for food
in a greater ratio than production has increased.
To use a miner's phrase, the American fanner has
not oiilv struck "paying dirt"; he has struck
a rich vein, and is adding to his wealth, ,,| may,
tn nuggets..Knoxvillc Journal and Trihum-.

Doubtless the seizure by the
l-'ederal government of the pow¬erful wireless station at Sa.vvill«>,
one of the mediums of communi¬
cation between < Jeritiany and tho
world without, will be interpreted

as another evidence of the "one-sidedness" of
American neutrality. There will tie just about
as much justice in this contention as there is
in the claim that because the United States
permits the sale of munitions of war to the allies
it ns therefore violating the spirit of neutrality,
ant: is doing a wrong to Germany. It was ex¬
pressly laid down by one of the conventions of
the second Hague conference that helligcr-
. nts must not make use of any wireless station
o.i the territory of a neutral for purely military
purposes or as a means of communication with| belligerent forces on "land or sea. And if the
government has reason to believe that the Say-ville station has been used to convey to German
naval vessels information as to the movements
of shipping belonging to belligerent powers, it
18 entirely Justified in its present action. There
has long been suspicion that such intelligence
was being sent under the cover of apparentlyharmless commercial messages, and this sus¬
picion haa been deepened by the accuracy with'which German submarines have intercepted and

Farmer
lias Fine
Prospects

Stopping
Abuse of
Wireless

destroyed shipping bound for'British ports from
this side the Atlantic. It is probable, however,
that the recent disclosure that inventions which
Increase the power of wireless apparatus and
enable operators to cscape or evade supervision
over the messages transmitted are In possession
of the Germans has hastened the decision of the
Federal authorities to take over the Immediate
control of the station at Sayvllle. It will still
be available for legitimate communications, but
not for military purposes..Philadelphia l'ubllc
Ledger.

The State Department, which
No Cotton, has been trying to get dyestuffs
\o Dyes, from Germany, understands that
Is Iiuling Germany does not intend to send® any more dyestuffs to the United

States, except In exchange for
cotton. So long as cotton is kopt out of Germany,
sne will hold back these very important prod¬
ucts of which we are in such need. Germany
ran hardly be blamed for this course, nor can
we blame the allies for trying to keep from
Germany a product which enters into the manu¬
facture of liigh explosives. The wise thing for
us, apparently, is to make up our minds to do
without these German dyestuffs. It is not known
exactly all that will mean, but It must mean,
among other things, a very severe curtailment
in the colors for fabrics. That should not worry
any one. We can get along with the natural
colors if necessary and with such colors as our
own makers of dyestuffs can produce. Realiy,it might be <iuite a relief to have 50 per cent
or more o' the colors we now see in fabricswiped out.. Buffalo Kxpress.

Gossip From "Down Home*'
"It was stated," says the Greensboro Record,

"that Mr. Koswell Rurchard, of Rhode Island,
one of the orators at the battle ground Satur-
flay, was a son of the New York preacher,
whose declaration that Cleveland represented
'Rum, Romanism and Rebellion' acted as a
boomerang against Blaine and causcd the vlee-
tion of the Democrat." .

The Newbern Journal does some plain talk¬
ing in the following: "Somebody around this
town is either furnishing a lot of free gaso¬
line or else a hunch of car owners, who ona
money to nearly everybody in the city, are a
bunch of li.-irs. These men declare that they
have no nio;ie> when called on to pay their
bills \>t they manage to joyrlde a goodly
porticn of every day.'*

The Davie Record gives a glowing account
of conditions in Davie County as follows: "The
editor spent a couple of days last week out
among the farmers of the county, the best
people in the world and the people who feed us
all. The prospect for a bumper corn crop is
the best we have seen for many years, and if
refreshine showers visit us, but few of out-
people will he buying corn next sprint;. The
farmers a re busy laying bv their corn and
threshing wheat and oats. We were favorably
impressed with the blackberry crop also. The
berries are large and Juicy and arc mighty
sweet, l.ast year they were small and but !,
and the crop was slim besides. The man w ho
lives in th- country is fortunate indeed, for he
is living <k>se to Nature and Nature's heart.
Most of our farmers are living well and mak¬
ing money, and while the man who works in
the shop is living on short rations and striv¬
ing to keep the wolf from the door, the farm¬
er has plenty and to spare. God bless the farm¬
er! We are all depending on him."

The Catawba County News, published at
Newton, gives this testimony to tho value of
good roads; "Two wagons loaded with six
large bales of cotton passed through Newton
on Wednesday. six bales to each wagon, with
two small horses each. Without Use road as '»
is between here and Maiden, three bales would
have been as much as they could have pulled."

"Generally not much is expected of a town
farmer.'' says the l.incolnton News, "but Mr. W.
K. Grigg tills the News of a town farmer who
i-! making good. He says Alderman Charles
Rhodes has a clover field along the bottom
lauds of the Aspiti Street '.'reek Jliat is liatd . o
beat, and tons <>( hay aie alr«ad> in sight. This
tleld of red clover is seven feet high in some
places .lust another evidence of what Lincoln-
ton soil will do when given a chance."

1 he Voice of the People
..Oiif 1'iirly of

To the Kditor <>f The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Your editorial of July 7th under this

caption very plainly states the existence of a
1 optical monopoly in Virginia. Democracies and
monopolies have nothing in common.they art:
naturally antagonistic. Yet tlie Democratii'
party condemns monopoly in business and in¬
dorses it in politics; it recognizes a community
of interest as necessary to the politician and
denounces it as a crime in tJ>e business man.
There is evidently something the matter with

this kind of logic. Negro domination, the only-
reason advanced lor tins condition, has long
a?n be» n proven a fallacy: when by the opera¬
tion of the franchise sections in the new Con¬
stitution 150.00m white men in the State can
be deprived of the ballot without impairing
while supremacy in the State the danger of the
negro outvoting us seems very remote. Some
explanation other than this must be produced
to convince people vvho think. In truth. Vir¬
ginia is no longer a democracy: nor has it a
Democratic party. The new Constitution was
never rntitled by the people, and*never will be.
I,oca! self-government no longer exists- it was
done to death in the last election.nothing re¬
mains. I note you carefully refrain from naming
this one party of necessity; it can be classified
without trouble, but naming it is quite another
thing. Is it to be known as the Prohibition.
Democratic party, or the Democratic-Prohibition
party, or the Anti-Saloon Democratic* party, or
just plain "Party of Necessity"? Is it bossed
from the headquarters of the Anti-Saloon T.eague
or the headquarters of the Democratic State
Committee? Wheie is it. who is it. and what
does it stand for? T. D. FREY.
Hichmond, July 0. 1015.

The Wi'tl \lrginin Delit.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir,. Publications in the Baltimore Sun of the
._'9th of June, under the caption "New Debt Fight
l.ikely," and in the Alexandria Gazette, about
the same time, frankly avow' that the purpose
of th< holders of West Virginia bonds, in their
threatened litigation, is ruthlessly to shove
aside the State of Virginia, in order, as it is
said, "to avoid the payment, of any huge fees
to a commission!"

It might suffice to say no "new debt fight" is
"likely." nor even possible, as between the bond¬
holders and the Stale of Virginia; for. even if
such light could be inaugurated (as cannot be),
the bondholders would lie met by their own
deliberate solemn contract with Virginia that
reasonable compensation to her commission
wav tc be made by Virginia out of the proceeds
of the recovery. And so was the contract be¬
tween Virginia and the commission. Hence,
the State of Virginia, and not another, is to he
the sole judge of the reasonable compensation
to her commission. Moreover and apart from
their contract, the bondholders are without a
forum in which to contest, save and except before
tiie legislature of Virginia,* by whom alone the
nuestion of reasonable compensation to the
Virginia commission is to be determined, which,
of Course, must include compensation to the
counsel retained by the commission to conduct
the suit of Virginia against West Virginia.
And may it not be-pert inent. just here, to

inquire what ground have the bondholders to
fear that Virginia, out of the proceeds of the
iudgment in her favor, will provide excessive
compensation or compensation that may be re-
garded unreasonable? Is not such assumption
l»v these bondholders, who have been served byVirginia with utmost fidelity,- a gratuitous, un¬
warranted and mean innuendo against the in¬
tegrity of Virginia? Is it possible to conceive
thai the Supreme Court of the United states
would take jurisdiction of such an assault byindividuals upon the honor and honesty of a
great State?
Of course, as is rightly conceived by the bond-

holders, the State of Virginia will provide liberalj compensation to her commission and the counsel
retained by the commission, not only becauseof the long and arduous labor faithfully be¬
stowed upon this matter bylthe commission, butalso and especially because of the efficiency oftheir work as attested by the results. The case

In:- undertaken to^be presented now by the bond¬holders is fashioned on the same frame of thatother ckse of so great antiquity, to-wlt: "TheDevil was slek, etc."
J. THOMPSON BROWN.Lynchburg, Va.,-July 8, 1915.

LEAVING WOODROW AT HOME
One of the Day's Best Cartoons.

LITTLE TALKS ON THRIFT
By S. \V. STRAUS

President American Hortety for Thrift
Must of the

s r f a I fortunes
were made by
men whu prac¬
ticed private'
economy. T h <. y
looked after t >i
pennies. Am a re-
suit the doll.-trs
looked aft*! them¬
selves.
Cyrus II. Mc-

t'ortiiifk's father
and liin mother's
people were far-
users in comfor-
t Jt b 1 e i iroum-
stances 11!> la¬

the." owned Several farms. (.'list-mills, etc. It might he supposed from
this that young: fvrus lived a IsJe of
< an less ease and was not required to
take thought for the morrow. Such
was not the case, however While he
was not overworked as poorer hoys
often are. he was tausht to he in-
dustriniis and careful. His parents did
not oiMi-id'-r it to l>e his rifiht to "throw
away" the money accumulated by the'
hard work of his ancestors, or to rest
on their laurels. His training wast
such that his cniliif was not frittered
away. He never was known ah a
"poor inventor." He was early tausht
the lesson of thrift. He made money,
he saved money, and he made more
money. j
John Wanainaker's start was very

different. for he began on iiothiut;.
His parents were poor. an«l after

school lie had to help hi* father, a
briekmnker. Thus th.: habit of Indus-
tr> aciulred so e<\rly became of th®
cieatest benefit ti» hnii In after life.
Starting to work on a sa)ar> of U.S.")
a week, which wat eventually raised,
ho managed not only to help his pa¬
rents, but t«> «av«* ItO". I( took great
thrift to hvh this amount, but no one
has a cornet on thrift. Instead of
spending his hundred dollars on a vaca¬
tion, young Wanamaker invented it.
The investment proved to be so for¬
tunate that h«- made JJ,O'»0 t-ut of it.
and with thi>- sum ne commenced for
himself in the clothing business, a
business that h'* not only understood,
but liked.
The times were then hard. it was

Just at the outbreak of the Civil War
and predictions of failures were

numerous. But he knew the clothinc
business thorouahly, was schooled in
a home of thrift and was not dis¬
couraged. Moreover he started mod¬
estly, refraining from a display of ex¬
pensive furnishings and plate glass.

.'If you would iiave a faithful servant,
and one tb.it > ou like." said Franklin,
"serve yourself.'*

Again: Keep thy shop and thy shop
will keep thee.-'
These tw<» things .John Wanatnaker

did. Me employed no supet :!uoua help,
took down his own shutteit. made his
rires, swept the store and often deliv¬
ered parcels for customers himself.
He also kept his own accounts. Fif¬
teen years later Waiiamaker w'as »tv-
in« employment to 3,000 persons.

OUR BILLION-DOLLAR TRADE BALANCE
Professor Jacob H. Hollander, of

Johns Hopkins, contributes to ;i sym¬
posium, printed in the current number
of the Independent, on "Our Billion-
IJo liar Trade Balance."

I»r. Hollander writes:
"An international balance such as

the l/rited States is no v. accuniulat-
ii. would be an impossible develop¬
ment in ordinary times. There would
be no such imperative demand from
abroad for gouds of which tiie United
States has become the only available
producer. And, on the other hand, the
United States would be making its
accustomed heavy purchases in foreign
markets from which it is now ex¬
cluded. Thus bv selling relatively less
and by buying relatively more, our
trade would approximate its normal
state. Any chronic excess of exports
would he checked by the influx of
>:old, the rise of prices and a stim¬
ulus to imports. Any chronic excess

of imports would be 'corrected by the
yfflux of gold, the fall of prices and a

stimulus to imports. These adjust¬
ments would lie effected through the
ordinary mechanism of foreign ex¬

change and international investment.
"But these are not ordinary times.

Driven by military necessity, Europe
is buying of us, almost at our own
terms, vast supplies of munitions and
Kreat stocks of food. Kor these ex¬

ports we are able to take only part
payment in commodities, in conse¬
quence of the widespread derange¬
ments in the markets from which we

are in thi% habit of buying, due to
military occupation and maritime
blockade. Nor can the debt be ex¬

tinguished by payment in gold, since

every debtor country is hoarding us
stock of the precious metal or per¬
mitting only .small and necessary
amounts to trickle through.

"Finally, our usual practice of ap-
plying a favorable balance to the re-
ductlon of foreign indebtedness it re¬
stricted by the public control of the
world's stock exchanges through the
fixture of minimum price* and by the
reluctance of foreign Investors to tac
rillce theit holding;).
The only course left open to the

L'nited .States has been to finance its
colossal foreign sales by credit ac¬
counts.and this is what we .ire now
doing. 1 »an s»*t> no prospect of early
change in this direction. The war¬
ring countries will continue to buy the
supplies upon which they deem na¬
tional existence to depend; they will
be unable to make payment either In
goods or in gold or by cancellation of
existing debts; and in order to con¬
tinue. to sell our wares to them we
must accept future promises to pay.
"The immediate effect upon the

United States should lie great eco¬
nomic gain. We are selling enormous
quantities of goods, at exceptionally
profitable prices, upon credit terms
that involve less risk than do ordinary
commercial transactions. The ultimate
menace to the United .States seems to
lie in thu warped and feverish quality
of war demand. This involves, first,
the overstimulation of a limited group
of industries and the relative depres-I sion of all others; and, second and
more important, a trade expansion
based upon the borrowing capacity and
not upon the productive efficiency of
the European countries."

LANSING AND "HAM" IN OLD CASE
WASHINGTON", July 10..Senator

James Hamilton Lewis, of Illinois, has

a fishing: .smack named for him. and:
that fishing smack is at present the,
cause of international complications
between this country and Russia. Fur¬

thermore. Secretary of State Robert

Lansing; has much more to do with the'

unraveling of that fishing smack dis- '

turhance than the ordinary reader

would suspect; and the whole story is

being told In Washington corridors
these days.
The story goes that in the years of

ISO-), lfc!»5 and 1S"D6 "Jim Ham" Lewis
was a struggling lawyer in the city of
Seattle, Wash. He had gone there)
from the South to inaku his fame and
fortune. At the same time a little;
fleet of fishing smacks began to get in
trouble in the North Pacific waters.
The boats plied up and down the!
British and Russian coasts along
Bering Strait, and they poached in
Russian and British territory and were
straightaway seized by naval vessels
of those countries.
The owners retained Lewis as at-!

torney, and tie foughl all through the
various tribunals all the way to the
Supreme Court of the United States,
whero a victory was gained in a test
case for the owners of the ship Co-
nuitlam, the lower courts all being re¬
versed. Then the British owners of
Interest in these vessels made claim
for all their expenses and damages be¬
fore the British-American Claims Com¬
mission, which was established to hoar

controversies between the two coun¬
tries.

Robert Lansing, then almost un¬
known to fame, appeared as counsel
with Lewis. Lansing represented the
larger interest and Lewis the smaller.
They were successful, and as the re¬
sult of the victory achieved, the clients
of Lewis changed the name of one
of the smacks to the .lames Hamilton
Lewis, out of compliment to their
counsel.
Then the James Hamilton Lewis

began to be one of the liveliest little
seal poachers in the Pacific, and was
consequently picked up by the Rus¬
sian government. The owners made
an indignant protest, and the case has
been pending between the United
States and Russia ever since.
Now the Secretary of State, who

must adjust the treaty of this sub¬
ject with Russia, is Robert F. Lan¬
sing, who was chief counsel for the
United States end of the controversy
before the claims tribunal.
James Hamilton Lewis Is one of the

United States Senators who must pass
on the question of whether or not
Lansing's work shall be ratified, and
Senator Lewis, whose namesake caused
tho trouble, was attorney for the
American .Interests when the litigation
was initiated.
The cases started twenty-three years

ago. The two men Involved have
reached eminent places in the world,
while their clients' cases are still in
court; and tho controversies between
Russia, England and the United States
on the general fishing and sealing ques¬
tion are still unsettled and are mat¬
ters of Irritation.


